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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 189919 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SCS-06 CA-01 HA-05 L-03 H-01 SP-02 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 
/039R 

DRAFTED BY AF/C : REGRIBB IN : DMA 
APPROVED BY AF/C:LDJUNIOR 

106784 272013Z/21 

O R 272006Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY KIGALI 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 189919 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, CASC, BY 

SUBJECT: EXPULSION OF AMERICAN MISSIONARY 
REF: (A) BUJUMBURA 875 (B) STATE 188629 

1 . AF/C DIRECTOR DON JUNIOR AND DESK OFFICER GRIBBIN DIS- 
CUSSED ROBINSON CASE WITH AMBASSADOR NZEYIMANA JULY 27 
ALONG LINES OUTLINED REFTEL B. 

2. JUNIOR NOTED THAT GRB ACTING WITHIN ITS SOVEREIGN 
RIGHT AND THAT DEPARTMENT WAS NOT DISPUTING MERITS OF THE 
CASE BUT COMMENTING ON THE PROCESS. HE CONTINUED STATING 
THAT WE DEEM IT PREFERABLE THAT ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS 
BE SETTLED INTERNALLY BY THE PARTIES INVOLVED. 

3. NZEYIMANA ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS AWARE OF THE EXPUL- 
SION ORDER AND HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH MESSRS. PEARSON 
AND AKIN OF THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST HEADQUARTERS IN 
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WASHINGTON. NZEYIMANA COMMENTED THAT ROBINSON APPEARS TO 
BE THE VICTIM OF A MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN HIMSELF AND 
ONE OF HIS BURUNDIAN COLLEAGUES. AMBASSADOR STATED THAT 

ROBINSON WAS WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN IN BURUNDI AND THAT 
HIS EXPULSION WAS NOT A VERY GOOD IDEA. HE STATED THAT HE 
HAD SENT A MESSAGE DIRECTLY TO THE SUR ETE CONCERNING THE 
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EXPULSION. 

4. GRIBBIN LATER TELEPHONED PEARSON WHO STATED THAT HE HAD 
BEEN IN TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH ROBINSON THAT MORNING 
(JULY 27) AND THAT ROBINSON STATES HE HAS AN APPOINTMENT 
WITH BAGAZA ON SUNDAY, JULY 30. IT WAS NOTED THAT THE 
APPOINTMENT FALLS THE DAY AFTER HE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE 
LEFT. PEARSON EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR DEPARTMENT'S 
CONCERN, ESPECIALLY AMBASSADOR'S ASSISTANCE IN BUJUMBURA. 
PEARSON STATED THAT PROBLEM AROSE ON ACCOUNT PERCEPTION 
SOME AFRICAN PASTORS THAT ROBINSON HAD BEEN SLOW IN IN- 
VOLVING LOCAL PASTORS IN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS. HE EMPHA- 
SIZED THAT ROBINSON IS AN OLD BURUNDIAN HAND AND QUITE 
AWARE THAT POLITICAL ACTIVITY NOT IN THE INTEREST OF HIS 
MISSIONARY WORK AND THAT NO DISLOYALTY TO GRB WAS IN 
VOLVED. HE PROMISED TO KEEP DEPARTMENT ABREAST OF INFOR- 
MATION ON THE CASE. CHRISTOPHER 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 189919 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /011R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY AF/C:WLSWING 
APPROVED BY AF/C:WLSWING 
AF/W :RGHOUDEK (SUBST.) 

019191 292125Z/70 

0 292115Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO RUFHOU/AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU IMMEDIATE 7408 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 189919 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 189919 SENT ACTION BUJUMBURA 
INFO KIGALI JUL 27. 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 189919 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS. CASC, BY 
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SUBJECT: EXPULSION OF AMERICAN MISSIONARY 
REF: (A) BUJUMBURA 875 (B) STATE 188629 

1 . AF/C DIRECTOR DON JUNIOR AND DESK OFFICER GRIBBIN DIS- 
CUSSED ROBINSON CASE WITH AMBASSADOR NZEYIMANA JULY 27 
ALONG LINES OUTLINED REFTEL B. 

2. JUNIOR NOTED THAT GRB ACTING WITHIN ITS SOVEREIGN 
RIGHT AND THAT DEPARTMENT WAS NOT DISPUTING MERITS OF THE 
CASE BUT COMMENTING ON THE PROCESS. HE CONTINUED STATING 
THAT WE DEEM IT PREFERABLE THAT ORGANIZATIONAL PROBLEMS 
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BE SETTLED INTERNALLY BY THE PARTIES INVOLVED. 

3. NZEYIMANA ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS AWARE OF THE EXPUL- 
SION ORDER AND HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH MESSRS. PEARSON 
AND AKIN OF THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST HEADQUARTERS IN 
WASHINGTON. NZEYIMANA COMMENTED THAT ROBINSON APPEARS TO 
BE THE VICTIM OF A MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN HIMSELF AND 
ONE OF HIS BURUNDIAN COLLEAGUES. AMBASSADOR STATED THAT 

ROBINSON WAS WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN IN BURUNDI AND THAT 
HIS EXPULSION WAS NOT A VERY GOOD IDEA. HE STATED THAT HE 
HAD SENT A MESSAGE DIRECTLY TO THE SUR ETE CONCERNING THE 
EXPULSION. 

4. GRIBBIN LATER TELEPHONED PEARSON WHO STATED THAT HE HAD 
BEEN IN TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH ROBINSON THAT MORNING 
(JULY 27) AND THAT ROBINSON STATES HE HAS AN APPOINTMENT 
WITH BAGAZA ON SUNDAY, JULY 30. IT WAS NOTED THAT THE 
APPOINTMENT FALLS THE DAY AFTER HE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE 
LEFT. PEARSON EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR DEPARTMENT'S 
CONCERN, ESPECIALLY AMBASSADOR’S ASSISTANCE IN BUJUMBURA. 
PEARSON STATED THAT PROBLEM AROSE ON ACCOUNT PERCEPTION 
SOME AFRICAN PASTORS THAT ROBINSON HAD BEEN SLOW IN IN- 
VOLVING LOCAL PASTORS IN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS. HE EMPHA- 
SIZED THAT ROBINSON IS AN OLD BURUNDIAN HAND AND QUITE 
AWARE THAT POLITICAL ACTIVITY NOT IN THE INTEREST OF HIS 
MISSIONARY WORK AND THAT NO DISLOYALTY TO GRB WAS IN 
VOLVED. HE PROMISED TO KEEP DEPARTMENT ABREAST OF INFOR- 
MATION ON THE CASE. CHRISTOPHER 
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